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by Maribeth Dwyer 5-3-65
FOR RELEASE SUNDAY, MAY 9
Do you ever wonder what the white-coated scientists at work in the gleaming 
laboratories of the Montana State University Health Sciences building are up to?
You can satisfy your curiosity by taking one of the tours scheduled Saturday as 
part of the formal dedication of the $1^ million building that houses the Departments 
of Zoology and Microbiology, the Stella Duncan Memorial Institute, the Montana Co­
operative Wildlife Research Unit, and some work in psychology and biochemistry.
The science center is a valuable addition to the resources on tap for the medi­
cal and other health professions in the region. It is headquarters for important 
work in wildlife conservation and management. Out of its laboratories will undoubt­
edly come discoveries that will mean a more abundant life for Montanans.
Tours of the building's fascinating facilities for instruction and research 
will be conducted Saturday from 1 to 2 and from 3 to k p. m., according to Dr. Carl 
L. Larson, director of the Stella Duncan Memorial Institute, and Dr. E. W. Pfeiffer 
of the zoology faculty, chairmen of the dedication program.
Faculty members will set up demonstrations for the public and explain in lay­
men's language how they go about their job of transmitting existing knowledge to a 
rising generation of scientists and conducting basic research to add to that know­
ledge .
Using tools ranging from readily recognizable glass beakers and test tubes to 
sophisticated precision instruments not to be found anywhere else in the state, 
faculty and students probe the mysteries of the life sciences. They observe, 
classify, hypothesize, experiment and engage in all the other mental processes that 




MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY, Missoula
Tours of MSU Health Science Building Scheduled Saturday, page two
The public will have a chance to watch this high-powered research team in 
action Saturday and ask questions about faculty and student projects in zoology, 
biochemistry, endocrinology, microbiology, psychology and wildlife management.
MSU research in these fields is currently supported by $3^2,103 in federal 
grants, including $152,1^0 from the National Institute of Health, $1^5,815 from the 
National Science Foundation, $24,7^8 from the U. S. Army and $19, ̂-00 from the Atomic 
Energy Commission. Smaller amounts of research aid come from private organizations.
The NIH, which leads the list of contributors to the research program, also 
provided about 20 per cent of the cost of constructing and equipping the building, 
according to Dr. P. L. Wright, chairman of the Zoology Department. Dr. Wright 
headed the committee that worked with the MSU administration, the architects and 
the contractors in steering the building from drawing board to reality.
No state tax money went into the structure, Dr. Wright noted. The amount 
needed in excess of the NIH funds was raised by a bond issue, which is being re­
tired by student fees, he explained.
In recognition of NIH contributions to construction costs and NIH support of 
the research program, a top official of the agency has been invited to give the 
principal address at the dedication banquet at 6:30 p. m. Saturday at the Lodge.
James Colbert, M.D., associate director and chief of extramural research, National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, NIH, Bethesda, Md., will speak on 
"The Role of Science in the National Future."
Speakers Saturday afternoon will be Milton Willner, M.D., of the Clinical 
Research Division of Hoffman-LaRoche, Inc., Nutley, N. J., and Dr. John J. Craighead, 
leader, Montana Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit. Dr. Craighead will discuss his 
work on "Radio-tracking of Grizzly Bears" at 2 p. m., and Dr. Willner will speak
on "integration of Science and the Clinic" at A p. m.
(more)
Drs. Larson and Pfeiffer stress that all dedication events are open to the 
public, though persons attending the banquet must have made reservations by 5 P* m - 
Monday, May 10, -with Thomas J. Collins, MSU director of statewide services.
Exciting things are happening behind the sober tapestry-brick facade of the 
MSU Health Sciences building. The University community urges you to come Saturday 
and see for yourself.
#
Tours of MSU Health Sciences Building Scheduled Saturday, page three
